
February 16, 2016 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Supervisors: 

AUTHORIZE FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH 

Natural History Museum 
of Los Angeles County 
900 Exposition Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

Tel 213.763-J301 
Fax 213.746.7538 
lbv@nhm.org 

DR. LORI BETII SON-VARGA 
President and Director 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM FOUNDATION AND APPROVE RELATED 
ACTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

SUBJECT 

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY FACILITY PROJECT 
APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT 

(SECOND DISTRICT) 
(3 VOTES) 

The recommended actions will authorize an appropriation adjustment and 
funding agreement with the Natural History Museum Foundation for a grant 
of $3.5 million for the implementation of the Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County's Education and Community Facility Project located at the 
Exposition Park site. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD: 

1. Find the proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act, for the reasons stated in this letter and in the record of the 
Project. 

2. Determine that in accordance with Section 26227 of the Government Code, 
the proposed actions will serve public purposes by funding programs 
necessary to meet the social needs of the population of the County. 

3. Approve appropriation adjustment in the amount of $3.5 million to increase 
the 2015-16 appropriation in Project and Facility Development Fund from the 
Various Second District Capital Improvements (Capital Project No. 77044) to 
fund the Natural History Museum Foundation's implementation of the 
Education and Community Facility Project. 

4. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer or her designee to execute a funding 
agreement with the Natural History Museum Foundation in the amount of 
$3.5 million and take any other actions and execute any other documents 

Inspiring wonder, discovery and responsibility for our natural and cultural worlds. 
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consistent with and necessary for the implementation of the Education and 
Community Facility Project. 

5. Authorize the Museum of Natural History Foundation to proceed with 
implementation of the Education and Community Facility Project. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The proposed Education and Community Facility Project (Project) will allow 
for the expansion of the Natural History Museum's (Museum) current and 
future education programs. The proposed Project includes the construction 
of a new education/community room, an outdoor education classroom 
courtyard; office space; purchase and installation of a new Butterfly Pavilion; 
and a cohesive landscaping scheme for the Museum's south entrance that 
will complement the Museum's signature nature gardens at the north 
entrance. The proposed Project will also serve as the temporary location for 
the Los Angeles County (County) Constituent Service Center, Community 
Room, and Second District offices currently located in Exposition Park but 
being displaced due to the planned demolition of the building in which they 
are currently located. 

Background 

The Museum's entire educational program serves over 227,000 students and 
teachers each year. Museum programming is developed for pre­
kindergarten through high school ages. Depending on the student age 
group, teachers' programs offer students the opportunity to learn about the 
history of our planet and life on it - from meteorites to mammals - through 
interactive stories and hands-on experiences both indoors and outdoors 
through the Age of Mammals and LA history exhibits and Dinosaur Hall, 
North American and African classic diorama halls, as well as the Nature Lab 
and Nature Gardens providing environmental education. 

In 1998-99 the Museum purchased and installed one of the first ever Butterfly 
Pavilions. This temporary facility made of wood struts and shade cloth was 
intended to last one year but has been utilized for 15 years, much longer 
than its useful life. This facility allowed the Museum to educate the public 
through participatory discovery of nature and the importance of preserving 
habitat for butterflies and other pollinators. The current facility is 15 years old 
and repair is cost prohibitive. In addition, the popularity of this visitor 
exploration of nature has necessitated the Museum to relocate and expand 
the pavilion with queuing area as the existing space can no longer 
accommodate the current volume of visitor attendance and education 
programming. 
















